Beneficiary Forms

Frequently Asked Questions
1. Am I required to complete a beneficiary form?
2. What happens to my benefits if a valid beneficiary form is not on file at the time of my death?
3. What happens if I complete a new beneficiary form, but I die before the new form is received by the appropriate office?
4. What happens if I submit an incomplete or illegible beneficiary form?
5. What if I complete a designation of beneficiary, and forget to change it even though I don't want a person who is listed to be my beneficiary. For example, what happens if I list my current spouse on a beneficiary form, then I get divorced, and then remarry, and I don't complete a new beneficiary form?
6. What are some examples of invalid or unacceptable designations?
7. Can I designate a trust as the beneficiary of my life insurance?
8. Can I designate a minor as my beneficiary for my life insurance?
9. If I designate a minor as my beneficiary, will payment of my life insurance benefits be paid to the minor?
10. What are the possibilities of payment if I designate a minor as beneficiary for my life insurance?
11. Is a designation of my life insurance benefits made on any other document, such as my last will or testament, valid?
12. May someone other than the insured sign the life insurance beneficiary form? 
13. Where can I obtain more information on beneficiary forms?
1. Am I required to complete a beneficiary form?
A: Completing a beneficiary form is not mandatory if you are satisfied with the Order of Precedence for payment of benefits as noted on the beneficiary form.

2. What happens to my benefits if a valid beneficiary form is not on file at the time of my death?
A: The benefits would be paid according to the order of precedence as noted on the beneficiary form—check each form for the exact wording that would apply. For example, this is the order of precedence from the TSP-3, Thrift Savings Plan Designation of Beneficiary:

1. To your widow or widower.
2. If none, to your child or children equally, and descendants of deceased children by representation.
3. If none, to your parents equally or to the surviving parent.
4. If none, to the appointed executor or administrator of your estate.
5. If none, to your next of kin who is entitled to your estate under the laws of the state in which you resided at the time of your death.

3. What happens if I complete a new beneficiary form, but I die before the new form is received by the appropriate office?
A: The valid beneficiary form currently on file in your Official Personnel Folder (OPF), or at another agency if that is the beneficiary form requirement, at the time of your death will be deemed valid for payment purposes. If no valid form is on file at the time of death, then the order of precedence will apply.

4. What happens if I submit an incomplete or illegible beneficiary form?
A: The form will be returned to you for completion and/or correction.
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5. What if I complete a designation of beneficiary, and forget to change it even though I don't want a person who is listed to be my beneficiary. For example, what happens if I list my current spouse on a beneficiary form, then I get divorced, and then remarry, and I don't complete a new beneficiary form?
A: Whoever is listed on your valid beneficiary form will be paid. In the example given, your former spouse would be your beneficiary, even though you had remarried, because you did not file a new beneficiary form.

6. What are some examples of invalid or unacceptable designations?
A:
· The designation is not signed by you. 

· The designation is signed by only one witness. 

· The designation is signed by your personal representative or guardian. 

· The designation contains crossouts, erasures, and/or alterations. 

· The designation is not received by your employing office or OPM or TSP until after your death. 

· The total share of designated beneficiaries does not total 100%. 

7. Can I designate a trust as the beneficiary of my life insurance?
A: Yes, a you may designate a valid trust. However, it is also recommended that you identify a contingent beneficiary in the event that the trust becomes invalid. For more information and sample formats on designating a trust, visit OPM's website at www.opm.gov and/or TSP's website at www.tsp.gov.
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8. Can I designate a minor as my beneficiary for my life insurance?
A: The law does not prohibit the designation of benefits to a minor.

9. If I designate a minor as my beneficiary, will payment of my life insurance benefits be paid to the minor?
A: By law, the Office of Federal Employees Group Life Insurance (OFEGLI) cannot pay benefits to a minor until he/she reaches the age of 18, unless the state in which the minor lives has set a lower age.

10. What are the possibilities of payment if I designate a minor as beneficiary for my life insurance?
A: There are three possibilities for payment as noted below for payment of life insurance benefits:

· Payment will be made to the child's court-appointed guardian. NOTE: Being a child's natural parent does not make that person the child's guardian. 

· If there is no court-appointed guardian, payment may be made to the child's natural parent(s) IF the benefits are less than $10,000. 

· If there is no court-appointed guardian (and there are no plans to appoint one) and benefits are $10,000 or more, the money will be held in an interest-bearing account until the child reaches the age of majority (age 18 unless the state in which the minor lives has set a lower age). 
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11. Is a designation of my life insurance benefits made on any other document, such as my last will or testament, valid?
A: Yes, a designation made in any other document is valid only if the document specifies your FEGLI benefits, is signed by you, witnessed by two persons not named as beneficiaries, and your agency (or OPM, for retirees or insured compensationers) receives the will before your death.

12. May someone other than the insured sign the life insurance beneficiary form?
A: The insured or the Assignee (if applicable) must sign this form. Signatures are not acceptable from a guardian, nor those acting according to a Power of Attorney.

13. Where can I obtain more information on beneficiary forms?
A: Additional information is available on OPM's website at www.opm.gov and TSP's website at www.tsp.gov. Specific instructions and additional information may be found on each program's beneficiary form.
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Beneficiary Forms 
· Download the Free Adobe Acrobat Reader 

OPM Forms 

· SF-1152: Unpaid Compensation of Deceased Civilian Employee (pdf) 

· SF-2808: CSRS Retirement (pdf) 

· SF-2823: Federal Employees Group Life Insurance Program (pdf) 

· SF-3102: Federal Employees Retirement System (pdf) 

TSP Forms 

· TSP-3: Thrift Savings Plan (pdf) 
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