Name:  ___________________________________________
Address:  _________________________________________
Date:  _________________________

Dear Honorable ____________________________________,

I am writing today to implore you to do whatever you can to help us keep our Post Offices open.  The USPS seems to think that closing Post Offices in order to save money will not hurt the American public, but I am here to say that is definitely untrue!  The Post Office was created as a service for all, not just for those that live in places where it’s a big money maker.   

As you already know, Iowa is home to a very large number of senior citizens and veterans.  Many of those folks can’t or don’t drive a car, and even the ones who do drive, aren’t able to drive very far (to the next town over, for example).  Many of them do not have access to a computer or the internet either, so the mail stream is still the primary way they communicate with others and conduct their personal business.  

Many community bulletins and newspapers are still delivered through the mail, which is a vital source of information that allows the citizenry to participate in our democracy.   If those folks have to go many miles away just to mail these items, it will cause even more of those businesses to wither and die.  People would then have even less access to important information that affects them.  It’s an unnecessary burden that would continue to hurt our economy.  
Please do not allow the USPS to downgrade service standards, as many of us receive our medications through the mail, as well.  This has become the standard policy for insurance companies, Medicare, and the Veterans Administration.  Sometimes, even now, we barely receive our prescription refills before we run completely out of the medicine we have on hand. 
I have learned that overfunding of the USPS Retirement system is a major factor forcing the USPS into bankruptcy; this along with the mandate to prefund future retirees’ health benefits.  If the amount of overpayment to the pension fund could be credited toward the future retirees’ health benefits fund, the majority of the USPS budget shortfall would be corrected.  Congress created this financial problem, and Congress must fix it.
Thank you for all that you have done for Iowans over the years, and the role you have played in shaping our country.  At a time when workers’ jobs, rights, pensions, and family’s security have been under attack, we do not need more vital services to be cut!  Americans deserve better.  Please do what you can to keep our Post Offices open.
Respectfully,
