-board Meeting Fort Dodge

April 27, 2007

Members present: Albrecht, Coles, Arnold , Hansen, Spina, Clark , Price, Salinas , Konig, Kyle, Baumgartner, Matticks.

Meeting called to order:

There was debate on Bruce getting approval for last minute conventions. It was generally decided that calling a majority of the e-board members for approval is working fine.

Tri-State 2008 will be in Des Moines possibly set for March 13 – 15. Possible classes: Long term plans for the future of the USPS, politics, privatization, see attached. There was question about funding for the presenters for the classes; a better report will be given at the November/Fall e-board meeting. 

Fall Seminar was set for Nov 3rd and 4th, however, this conflicts with the Clerk Craft Conference in Vegas. Someone will need to talk to Davenport people and see what can be done to change the date of the Fall Seminar.

MMS: Coles/Spina To send the IPWU e-board and area reps. to the IPWU Fall Seminar in Davenport Iowa, with necessary LWOP and expenses; Trustees and Treasurer to be sent one day earlier for the audit. Passed unaminous

MAL’s: Bruce wants to keep up the informational classes and contact with the MAL’s. He would like to divide the state into six fairly even sections to do this. There are a lot of issues they have that need to be taken care of, especially 1-6 and PMR’s. We probably should do another survey of the small offices again. There was question as to whether Loaners can be forced into large offices anymore. Some offices have stopped it all together, however National is saying that they can force loaners in so long as there are still PTF’s that have not yet made regular. A lot of discussion on representation of MAL’s by Area Stewards and the Clerk Craft Dir. A committee will be set up to figure out just exactly how MAL’s are to be represented and who does what.

MMS: Arnold/Coles That the Committee on the issue of Representation throughout the state report back at the fall Seminar e-board. The Committee will include the Pres., Craft Directors, Area Stewards, and anyone else interested that Bruce approves. Passed unanimous

Chris Salinas went to the swearing in for our Congressman to show support from the IPWU. His flight and hotel cost $443.23, he asked that he be reimbursed for half of the cost.

MMS: Arnold/Price To reimburse Chris Salinas $240 for a meet and greet Jan. 3-5 with Congressmen swearing in in DC. After much discussion the question was called by Spina, passed. Vote on the motion: Yea: Arnold , Price, Salinas , and Albrecht. Nay: Matticks, Konig, Baumgartner, Kyle, Hansen, Spina. Abstained: Coles. Motion failed.

Fort Dodge talked to a real time transcriber/signer. She normally works for $45 - $50 an hour, but said she will work for $40 an hour and a room. There are members who would greatly appreciate this service so that they can participate in the conventions. Most transcribers cost a lot more than this, we should keep her contact information for future reference.

MMS: Coles/Spina To pay the $300 dollar expense for the hearing impaired transcriber. Passed unanimous.

Peter Fischer, from the Iowa Policy Project, will come in tomorrow morning to speak a bit on Iowa taxes and what the IPP does.

MMS: Coles/Spina Give IPP $200 out of the PR fund. Passed, Baumgartner – No.

Tomorrow is workers memorial day, it is suggested that we have a moment of silence.

Bruce spoke on the Pres. Conference in DC that he and Spina attended. They were able to talk to most of Iowa ’s congressmen, about postal issues. Make sure that when you speak publicly about postal issues that you speak as a union member and not as a postal employee, you could get fired. 

There was question as to what exactly were the working parameters of the Legislative Dir. The Legis. Dir. is doing an excellent job is encouraged to keep up the good work.

Bruce said that there will be a representative from the Edwards campaign to speak tomorrow.

MMS: Hansen/Konig to Adjourn

Adjourned 6:11pm

Respectfully submitted 

